
MARK DURHAM (ARTIST OF MAD DOG ART GALLERY) DOESNʼT ALWAYS 
TAKE THINGS AT FACE VALUE—HEʼS ALWAYS LOOKING FOR THE TRUTH 
THAT LIES BENEATH THE SURFACE.  ITʼS NOT SURPRISING THEN AS A 
PORTRAIT ARTIST, MARK IS MORE CONCERNED WITH CAPTURING ON HIS 
CANVAS WHAT THE SUBJECT IS RATHER THAN WHAT HE LOOKS LIKE. WITH 
HIS OWN QUIRKY SENSE OF HUMOR AND A NOD TOWARD THE HEROES 
FROM WHOSE LIVES AND WORK HE DRAWS INSPIRATION, MARK PRODUCES 
PORTRAITS OF PETS AND PEOPLE AS THEY POPULATE THE PRIVATE WORLD 
OF HIS IMAGINATION.

IN HIS ARTWORK, MARK IS CONCERNED WITH THEMES OF HUMOR, JOY, 
BEAUTY, IRONY AND SPIRITUALITY.  ALL OF WHICH CAN BE FOUND 
TWISTING THOUGHOUT THE COMPOSITION OF A SINGLE PORTRAIT.  IN HIS 
IMAGERY, MARK SEEMS TO ENCOURAGE US TO THINK, TO ACTUALLY ENJOY 
THINKING, TO LOOK CLOSER TO FIND THE JOY AND SPIRITUALITY THAT IS 
IN EVERYONE, EVEN IF LURKING SLIGHTLY BENEATH THE SURFACE.

A MARK DURHAM PORTRAIT IS NOT FOR THE TIMID OR CONSERVATIVE 
MINDED: MARKʼS ART IS FOR THOSE OF US WHO ENJOY COSTUME PARTIES, 
FUNHOUSES,  DAYDREAMS— EVEN DELUSIONS OF GRANDEUR. MARKʼS 
PAINTINGS ARE FOR EVERYONE WHO WANTED TO BE KING (OR QUEEN) FOR 
-A-DAY, FOR EVERYONE WHO HAS BEEN CAUGHT IN THE ECSTATIC THROES 
OF A GLORIOUS AIR GUITAR SOLO.

 IT SEEMS POINTLESS TO ME TO TRY AND DESCRIBE MARK DURHAMʼS 
WORK WITH WORDS, PARTICULARLY SINCE THESE WORDS WILL BE 
CONTAINED IN A BOOKLET FULL OF HIS WORK.  


